-4               MUTINY MEMOIRS,
we met the late gallant Major (then
Lieutenant) Hodson who, escorted by a
party of the Jhind Horse, had started on
his ride to Meerut with despatches from
General Anson to General Hewett, and
who -was to return with despatches from
the latter to Army Head-Quarters, So
unexpected was this meeting that at first
each party took the other for "moofsids,"
as we used in those days to designate
the rebels; but we soon discovered our
mistake. Hodson was naturally much
relieved to find that the road in front of
him was open, though doubtless dis-
appointed that his errand was forestalled.
The reader, who has read of Hodson5 s
famous ride to Meerut, and who has not
to this moment ever heard that It was
anticipated by others, will probably be
surprised by this narration, but never-
theless it is simply true. The credit of
carrying the first despatches from Meerut
to Umballa is due to the late Major San-
ford, who, to me and to all who knew
him, was a type of all that is most noble
and brave and modest; but alas! his